Press release

Applications open for Sidetrade’s free coding
programme in Birmingham, UK
•
•

Sidetrade Code Academy: A free, beginner-friendly course with full-time
employment opportunities on offer
Programme hailed a “fantastic initiative” by local community group,
Women in Tech Birmingham

Tuesday 22 November 2022 | Global AI-powered Order-to-Cash platform, Sidetrade, has
today opened applications in Birmingham for its fourth Sidetrade Code Academy 2023,
a free four-week coding course to address the digital skills shortage in the West
Midlands (UK).
Sidetrade Code Academy is a free, four-week coding course with employment opportunities on offer
after graduation. Now in its fourth year, this initiative was launched in Birmingham (UK) to enable anyone
to kick start a technology career in West Midlands, regardless of their previous programming experience.
The programme welcomes a wide variety of levels, including total beginners.
Interested participants are invited to apply to the programme by Wednesday 14th December. An
assessment day will take place in Birmingham on Friday 6 th January 2023, and successful applicants
will start the four-week course on Monday 16th January 2023, with one in-person day a week and four
days remotely.
Since its inception, Sidetrade Code Academy has empowered over 50 students to unlock their potential
through coding and offered 12 full-time tech skills-based jobs at Sidetrade UK.
Emily Lamidieu, co-founder of local community group, Women in Tech Birmingham, said: "One
of the things we notice a lot when working in tech is the lack of diversity. Sidetrade Code Academy is a
fantastic initiative for giving anyone of any background the tools they need to start building an incredibly
successful career in technology."
During the four-week course, participants are coached by Sidetrade’s senior engineers, who provide a
mix of fundamental and practical knowledge on top of mentorship. The programme culminates in a
presentation day for trainees to showcase what they’ve learned.
Mark Sheldon, Chief Technology Officer of Sidetrade, commented: “At Sidetrade, we are always
looking to hire talented people, and as a CTO of a rapidly growing company, I am all too familiar with
the challenges of the digital skills shortage. The tech sector is currently hindered by the misconception
that programmers must have years of technical or academic training before launching their careers.
Sidetrade Code Academy is proof that this isn’t the case, and I’m convinced that we will attract great
talents. A career in tech is within anyone’s reach, even if they’ve never coded a day in their life and even
if you were not a rock-star student! We are so proud to help people succeed in tech careers.”
With Sidetrade Code Academy, the AI firm has developed a proactive and unique approach to the
nation-wide coding skills gap which. The programme has seen continued growth in popularity with a
53% increase in applications each year, as well as widespread support from leaders within Birmingham’s
local technology and business communities including Women in Tech Birmingham, a local community
networking group.
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Luke Hennerley, Principal Engineer at Sidetrade who spearheaded the idea for Sidetrade Code
Academy, commented: “With the Sidetrade Code Academy, we offer participants the opportunity to
work on real-world projects. I think it’s important to be really grounded in the professional world from the
beginning. We, enable them to apply what they’ve learned into practice, and grow in confidence in tech.
Moreover, the atmosphere at the Siderade Code Academy is really positive, and gives participants early
insight into what it’s like to work with the team here at Sidetrade and the tech world in general!”
Learn more about Sidetrade Code Academy or apply here
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About Sidetrade (www.sidetrade.com)
Sidetrade (Euronext Growth: ALBFR.PA) provides a SaaS platform dedicated to securing and accelerating cash
flow. Sidetrade’s next-generation AI, nicknamed Aimie, analyzes $4.6 trillion worth of B2B payment transactions
daily in the Sidetrade Cloud to predict customer payment behavior and the attrition risk of more than 21 million
companies worldwide. Aimie recommends the best cash collection strategies, intelligently automates actions on
the Order-to-Cash process, and dematerializes customer transactions to enhance productivity, performance, and
working capital management.
Sidetrade has a global reach, with 300 talented employees based in Paris, London, Birmingham, Dublin, and
Calgary, serving global businesses in more than 85 countries. Amongst them: Criteo, Tech Data, KPMG,
Nespresso, Hearst, Expedia, Manpower, Securitas, Randstad, Engie, Veolia, Inmarsat, and Biffa.
For further information, visit us at www.sidetrade.com and follow us on Twitter @Sidetrade.
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